Regular Meeting September 20, 2021
(Hybrid Meeting)

A regular meeting of the Nash County Board of Commissioners was held at 1:30
PM, September 20, 2021 in the Frederick B. Cooper, Jr. Commissioners’ Room at the
Claude Mayo, Jr. Administration Building in Nashville, NC.
Commissioners participated both in-person and remotely. Chairman Robbie B.
Davis and Commissioners Marvin C. Arrington, Fred Belfield, Jr., Dan Cone, Sue
Leggett, and Gwen Wilkins participated in-person and Commissioner J. Wayne Outlaw
participated remotely.
Others present were Stacie Shatzer, Patsy McGhee, Donna Wood, John
Kearney, Major Eddie Moore, Janice Evans, Zee B. Lamb, Vince Durham, and other
staff members and members of the public.
Chairman Davis called the meeting to order and advised that Commissioner J.
Wayne Outlaw was participating remotely. He provided a brief explanation regarding
prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance in Nash County. He stated it is customary that
Nash County starts each meeting with a prayer by a commissioner and Pledge of
Allegiance and that anyone wishing to participate in the prayer, moment of silence, or a
prayer of their own choice was welcomed.
Chairman Davis called on Mr. Dan Cone for the invocation and Mr. J. Wayne
Outlaw to lead the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioner Outlaw lost connection

temporarily and Chairman Davis provided the lead for the Pledge of Allegiance.
Chairman Davis asked the Board to consider approval of the minutes.
On motion of Dan Cone seconded by Sue Leggett and duly passed that the
minutes of the September 7, 2021 regular meeting be approved.
Chairman Davis acknowledged Commissioner Outlaw was reconnected and
participating remotely.
Mr. Craig Schauer and Amanda Hawkins, Brooks Pierce made a presentation
and provided the Board with redistricting information for Nash County.
Mr. Peter Morrison, Demographer provided an overview to the Board on the
initial redistricting map for Nash County.

On motion of Marvin C. Arrington seconded by Gwen Wilkins and duly passed
with Fred Belfield, Jr. voting “no” that the Nash County Board of Commissioners adopt
the following Resolution Finding Substantial Inequality for Redistricting Purposes.

Ms. Ashley Winstead, Senior Services Director provided an update to the Board
on Nash County Senior Services.
Ms. Patsy McGhee, Assistant to the County Manager presented for the Board’s
consideration a request for the Board to hold a public hearing on the 2021 Community
Development Block Grant – Neighborhood Revitalization (CDBG-NR). She advised that
Nash County intends to apply for up to $750,000 of 2021 CDBG-NR funds. If awarded,
this CDBG-NR grant would be used to assist low-to-moderate income homeowners with
housing repairs (through forgiven, deferred payment loans), along with supporting
activities (such as street and/or utility improvements). The County would make good
faith efforts to involve historically underutilized businesses and Section 3 individuals and
businesses in execution of the program.
On motion of Gwen Wilkins seconded by Fred Belfield, Jr. and duly passed that
the Nash County Board of Commissioners go into a public hearing.
No one spoke during the public hearing.
On motion of Dan Cone seconded by Gwen Wilkins and duly passed that the
public hearing adjourn.
Mr. Mike Phillips, Assistant Director of Public Utilities and Facilities presented for
the Board’s consideration a request to approve Resolution Authorizing Viable Utility
Reserve Grant Application.
On motion of J. Wayne Outlaw seconded by Marvin C. Arrington and duly passed
that the Nash County Board of Commissioners approve the following resolution and
authorize the Board Chair to execute same on behalf of the county.

Mr. Phillips presented for the Board’s consideration Resolution Authorizing
NCDEQ Merger/Regionalization Feasibility Grant Application.
On motion of Dan Cone seconded by Sue Leggett and duly passed that the Nash
County Board of Commissioners approve the following resolution and authorize the
Board Chair to execute same on behalf of the county.

Chairman Davis called for a ten (10) minute recess.
Upon reconvening, Chairman Davis acknowledged that Commissioner Outlaw
was connected and participating remotely.
Ms. Donna Wood, Finance Director presented for the Board’s consideration a
draft framework of expenditures for the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding
provided to help local governments in the recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. She
advised that Nash County received the first half of the $18,316,281 ARPA funding in
May 2021. The other half is expected to come to the County in May 2022. The money is
being held in a special fund until we as a community decide how best to spend it. She
also advised that the County Manager selected an eight person committee including two
commissioners and six County staff to work on setting a framework for the use of the
ARPA funds for Nash County.

She explained the Federal government is still

considering uses for ARPA funds through interim guidance and more final guidance is
expected in the coming months.
Current guidance allows ARPA funds to be used to


Support public health expenditures



Address negative economic impacts caused by the public health
emergency



Replace lost government services revenue



Provide premium pay for essential workers



Invest in water, sewer, and broadband infrastructure

On motion of Sue Leggett seconded by Dan Cone and duly passed that the Nash
County Board of Commissioners approve the following DRAFT framework of
expenditures as created by the committee on how best to use the funds designated for
Nash County to begin moving forward.

Vice Chairman Outlaw called on Board Members for reports on the following
boards and committees.
o

Commissioner Marvin Arrington (District 1)
 Community Caregiver Advisory Board
 Juvenile Crime Prevention Council (Fred Belfield)
 Spaulding Family Resource Center

o

Commissioner Fred Belfield (District 2)
 Farmer’s Market Advisory Board (Sue Leggett)
 Juvenile Crime Prevention Council (Marvin Arrington)
 Upper Coastal Plain COG
 Tar River Transit
 Nash Edgecombe Wilson (NEW) Community Action, Inc.

o

Commissioner Dan Cone (District 3)
 Human Services Board
 Agricultural Advisory Board
 Trillium Health Resources – Central Regional Board

o

Commissioner Sue Leggett (District 4)
 UNC – Nash Health Care Board of Directors
 STEP
 Farmer’s Market Advisory Board (Fred Belfield)
 Natural Resources Resilience Committee

o

Commissioner Wayne Outlaw (District 5)
 Nash Community College Board of Trustees
 Upper Coastal Plain RPO
 Broadband Committee (Dan Cone)

o

Commissioner Gwen Wilkins (District 6)

o

Commissioner Robbie Davis (District 7)
 Tourism Development Authority
 Rocky Mount MPO

Chairman Davis called for a motion to go into closed session.
On motion of J. Wayne Outlaw seconded by Fred Belfield, Jr. and duly passed
that the Board go into closed session as permitted by NCGS 143-318.11(a)(3) to
consult with an attorney employed or retained by the public body in order to preserve
the attorney-client privilege, NCGS 143-318.11(a)(4) for the discussion of matters
relating to economic development and the location or expansion of industries or other
businesses in the County, and NCGS 143-318.11(a)(6) to consider the qualifications
and performance of an employee.
During closed session, the Board consulted with the attorney to discuss matters
that are subject to the attorney-client privilege between the attorney, economic
development, and discussion on a personnel matter.
On motion of Gwen Wilkins seconded by Dan Cone and duly passed that the
closed session adjourn.
On motion of Gwen Wilkins seconded by Fred Belfield, Jr. and duly passed that
the meeting adjourn.

________________________________
Janice Evans, Clerk
Nash County Board of Commissioners

